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Founder

Greetings Step Afrika! Family,

On behalf of myself and our incredible Board of Directors, | would like to take this opportunity
to applaud the many strides we have accomplished with your help over the years. As we
look back on 2021 and 2022, | am so proud of our performers, staff and supporters for their
dedication to make our work have a greater lasting impact. Our ability to advocate for access
and equity to the arts during times of crisis has been paramount to Step Afrika! navigating
through a global pandemic. We resiliently emerged from the pandemic stronger and energized
to create new virtual pathways that preserve the art of traditional stepping, while reinforcing
existing avenues that amplify our cultural voice and connection to the community.

Since 1994, Step Afrika! has been recognized as one of the most celebrated African American
dance companies in the world. As we journey closer to our 30th anniversary, Step Afrika!
continues to be a leading force and a premier destination for African American dance and
traditional stepping, introducing tens of thousands annually to stepping through our
performances and educational programs. Thousands more learn to step with Step Afrika!
each year as part of the world’s first virtual stepping interactive at the Smithsonian National
Museum of African American History and Culture.

From performing for our domestic and international audiences to providing instruction and
support to our students, we press onward and plan for higher heights. | am delighted to
share this year end review with you and celebrate some of our impact. Join Step Afrika! in our
work ahead. | look forward to our future success, continued cultural exchange and further
commitment to investing in our community through the arts.

o

C. Brian Williams, Founder and Executive Producer

Step Afrika!



Executive Director

Dearest Friends,
Thank you for your ongoing support of Step Afrika!

| couldn’t be prouder of Step Afrika!’s growth during the last couple of years — our virtual
programming continues to reach audiences across the globe while our world-class performers
remain the needle of the nation’s cultural stepping compass. From performing at national opera
houses and remote villages to the East Wing of The White House, Step Afrika!’s versatility to
tailor untold stories of the African American experience drives our success. Our arts education
programs and community engagement activities guide our work to inspire youth through our
mission-centric principles of teamwork, discipline and commitment.

Preparation for our 30th anniversary season is already underway — Step Afrika! will launch
an interactive, digital timeline highlighting critical moments since the organization’s founding
in 1994. This will be an incredible repository of videos, photos and interviews with past and
current performers, board members, partners and of course, supporters like you. | am also
thrilled to announce Step Afrika!’s return to its roots in South Africa! This three-week tour
to the Kingdom of Lesotho and Johannesburg will reignite meaningful cultural exchange
with traditional artists focused on the Zulu, Tswana and Sotho dance vocabularies. And last
but certainly not least, our 30th Anniversary season will include the return of The Migration:
Reflections on Jacob Lawrence for an extended run at Arena Stage.

From our public service announcements and our performances in response to police
brutality to our presence at the historic inaugural celebration of President Joe Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris, Step Afrika!’s thought leadership and pioneering performances are a
testament to our significance within the arts. Again, thank you for your unceasing support and
for believing in our mission. The best is truly yet to come!

Ao

Lamar Lovelace, Executive Director
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Mission

Step Afrika!’s mission is to preserve, expand and promote an appreciation for

stepping through professional performances and to educate, motivate and

inspire young people in and out of school through arts education programs
that emphasize teamwork, commitment and discipline.

Vision

As one of the most celebrated African American dance companies in the
world, Step Afrika! fortifies our relationships in the communities we serve
and highlights our mission to preserve and promote the tradition of stepping.

It is our vision to expand programmatic efforts to reach larger audiences.

Step Afrika!







Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Conrad Woody, Chair
Partner and Head of U.S. Corporate and Government
Affairs Practice, Odgers Berndtson
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Natasha Watkins, Secretary
Founder, Your Life Onward

Jeffery D. Kennerly, Treasurer
Financial Advisor, Morgan Stanley

C. Brian Williams, Founder
Step Afrika!

Board of Directors

Lamont Akins
Senior Manager for Strategic Initiatives and External
Affairs Affairs, Pepco

Marc Battle
Executive Vice President & General Counsel, District of
Columbia Water & Sewer Authority

Ann Belkov
Retired Superintendent, Statue of Liberty National
Monument and Ellis Island Museum

Brady Birdsong
Senior Consultant, Berry Dunn — Assurance, Tax
and Consulting

Ran Borgersen
Senior Director, Head of Multifamily Marketing
for Freddie Mac

Dyonicia “Dy” Brown
Deputy Executive Director, Young Invincibles

Step Afrika!

Beverly Burke
Former Vice President and General Counsel,
Washington Gas

David Canada
Sr. Manager, Merger & Acquisition Integration Strategy,
The Boeing Company

John W. Hill
Founder and Chief Executive Officer, J Hill Group

Janel Merritt
Chief Operating Officer & Strategic Planning Advisor,
Digidoc d.b.a. Public Sector Solutions Group

Kymber Lovett-Menkiti
Regional Director, Keller Williams Realty International &
President of Sales, The Menkiti Group

Christopher Montgomery
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Troy Patterson
Real Estate Agent, TTR Sotheby’s International Realty

Glenn Eric Singleton
Founder & President, Pacific Educational Group, Inc.

Kebharu Smith
Director of Counterfeit Crimes Unit, Amazon

Brandon Todd
Director of Corporate Public Policy, Washington Gas

Melanie Trottman
Senior Vice President & Chief Editorial Consultant,
Edelman



Staff

Administration 2021-2022 Performers

C. Brian Williams, Founder and Executive Producer ConradR. Kelly I, Assistant Artistic Director
Florida A & M University

Lamar Lovelace, Executive Director

L Kayshon Hawkins, Fayetteville State University
Mfoniso Akpan, Artistic Director

Akievia Hickman, Florida A&M University
Artis Olds, Director, Arts Education and
Community Programs Jabari Jones, Morehouse College
Kristen Taylor, Company and Communications Manager Misha Michel, Florida State University

Margo Cunningham, Marketing Manager Dustin Praylow, University of South Carolina

Misha Michel, Arts Education and Production Assistant Valencia Springer, Virginia Union University

2020-2021 Performers

ConradR. Kelly ll, Assistant Artistic Director
Florida A & M University Robert Warnsley, lllinois State University

Jordan Spry, Howard University

Pelham Warner Jr., Dutchess Community College

Emerald Holman, Virginia Commonwealth University
Misha Michel, Florida State University

Ronnique Murray, Virginia Commonwealth University
Dustin Praylow, University of South Carolina

Ajah Smith, Florida A&M University

Jordan Spry, Howard University

Pelham Warner Jr., Dutchess Community College
Robert Warnsley, lllinois State University

Valencia Springer, Virginia Union University
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How We Step Toward Our North Star

Step Afrika! has a strategic framework that will
help us reach our expansion and fundraising
goals. Interms of facilitiesand technology, we are
sourcing new spaces, as well as new corporate
and collegiate partners to provide access to
needed resources. As Step Afrika! continues to
grow, we are creating intentional staff positions
that markedly move us forward to meet our
organizational targets. In 2020 and 2021, we
hired new staff members to bridge capacity
gaps and assist in bringing our collective vision
into fruition.

Development

Taking a closer look at development, Step Afrika!
is reimagining our individual and corporate
giving models, as well as our approach with
foundations. On an individual level we are
prospecting and cultivating a culture of giving
to target at least 300 donors with a focus of
multi-year gifts. The aim is to solicit 75 new
major and mid-sized donors over the next
few years, totaling a minimum of $90,000.
In 2020 and 2021, we laid the groundwork by
engaging in comprehensive strategic planning
that outlined an implementation plan with
phased completion by fiscal year 2026. We
are taking concerted efforts to foster greater

connection and engagement with our donors
to blend stewardship into the heartbeat of our
organization.

Programming

As Step Afrika! prioritizes artistic programming,
we look to feature at least one major project each
season that includes artistic collaborations,
multi-disciplinary programming and/or a guest
choreographer of national renown. Our 2020
and 2021 program highlights show that we are
on track with actualizing this goal. We have
created virtual reality stepping experiences, and
we look to grow our efforts in this area, while
creating additional points of collaboration with
Historically Black Colleges and Universities,
expanding thought leadership and rebuilding
links to South Africa. It is also our intention to
create new residencies, increase domestic
performances with at least one performance
each year at Kennedy Center, Strathmore, Wolf
Trap or Arena Stage and increase international
touring in Europe.

Other objectives include: further growth of
educational programs to maximize impact,
development of an annual showcase for
educational programming and adding more
master classes, lectures, panel discussions,
symposia and signature events/festivals to our
current calendar of commitments.

FY2021 & FY2022 Annual Report
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Accomplishments & Impact

Step Afrika!’s Impact

Annually, Step Afrika! provides arts experiences
to an excess of 20,000 students at 70 Washington
D.C. area schools, as well as performs for more than
50,000 people at over 40 U.S. colleges, universities
and performing arts centers, promoting stepping,
the arts and a commitment to education. Our
inclusive performances build community through
active audience participation and the exploration
of American history that speak to the resilience
and creativity of African Americans. Step Afrika!’s
arts education programs pioneered stepping as an
educational and motivational tool. From our feature-
length productions, The Migration: Reflections
on Jacob Lawrence and Drumfolk (informed by
the Stono Rebellion of 1739 and the Negro Act of
1740) to an increased virtual presence, Step Afrika!
continues to advocate, advance and transform the
way society understands and engages with the art
of stepping. The Company also acts as Washington,
D.C’s official Cultural Ambassador, representing
the city at performances, festivals and cultural
exchange programs worldwide.

As the District’s largest African American arts
organization, Step Afrika! maintains a vibrant
presence in D.C. Step Afrika!’s live performance
season is anchored by three productions, which
serve approximately 10,000 people per year.

¢ Step Xplosion tours free performances
and workshops to every D.C. ward each
summer.

¢ Step Afrika!’s Magical Musical Holiday
Step Show, held at the Atlas Performing
Arts Center, has been hailed as D.C.'s most
unique holiday celebration.

Step Afrika!

¢ The season closes with the Home
Performance Series (HPS), which
premieres new work for audiences at
local theaters.

During the pandemic, Step Afrika! pivoted to
the virtual theater to sustain the Company and
compensate for lost touring income. Step Afrika!’s
full-time performers produced 13 virtual pieces that
expanded our reach and brand awareness. Instead
of charging to view content, virtual programming
was released for free on YouTube, Facebook and
Instagram with an underlying call to action to
make tax deductible donations. These efforts had
favorable results. Fundraising campaigns tied
to the premieres of two Step Afrika! dance films
(2020 Step Afrika!’s Magical Musical Holiday Step
Show and 2021 Step Afrika! Virtual Juneteenth
Celebration) yielded $239,943 in donations and
sponsorships, breaking records from previous
end-of-year campaigns. Performance viewership
was strong, with an average viewership of 23,509
households, generating more than 200,000 views
and 485,000 impressions across all platforms. In
the wake of the murders of George Floyd, Breonna
Taylor and many others from police brutality, Step
Afrika! resoundingly found that audiences had an
increased appetite to support African American
cultural experiences.




Internal Impact

To artists with stepping experience, Step Afrika! is the first dance company
offering a full-time, professional platform to educate and entertain
audiences around the world.

Photo by Jati Lindsay ——— _' Y2021 & FY2022 Annual Report




Accomplishments & Impact

FY21 Accomplishments

August 1, 2020 to July 31, 2021

As the world experienced a global pandemic,
Step Afrika! reimagined what was possible. Our
team was tasked with creating alternative ways to
bridge annual touring targets, celebrate significant
moments through performance and connect with
our community virtually, while prioritizing safety.
2020 marked the launch of virtual online programs
led by Step Afrika! artists and staff on various
channels including our website, social media and
email. We worked together to accomplish stellar
programs that celebrated our cultural and engaged
audienceinnewvirtual avenues. In2020, Step Afrika!
developed fee-based digital programs for theaters,
schools and colleges. These programs included
residencies, workshops, performances and access
to “on-demand” video products like Stono (theater
audiences), Five Days with Step Afrika! (K-12 school
children) and Celebration (college students). Step
Afrika! saw our most considerable success with

Five Days. To date, this program has earned more
than $135,000 from 27 presenting partners and
reached 72,525 students nationwide.

The Company learned how to produce original
digital content affordably and effectively. Step
Afrika!’s virtual content found audiences across the
world that enjoyed our unique voice and approach
to African American history and performance.
Virtual programming has been a powerful medium
to connect with existing audiences and amass
new supporters. Step Afrika!’s experienced surges
with increased social media followers, viewership,
newsletter sign-ups and donations. Our subscriber
base grew by 10,620 new accounts (400% increase)
from the previous year, and individual donors
skyrocketed from 537 in FY20 to 2,483 in FY21
(362% increase). The exponential growth expanded
Step Afrika’s industry reputation.

Step Aika!
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Virtual Programs

Virtual Step Afrika! Juneteenth Celebration

Step Afrikal commemorated Juneteenth (June 19, 1865) and the true end of slavery by
premiering an inaugural virtual program, “Step Afrika! Juneteenth Celebration,” which aired
on Facebook and YouTube. Filmed entirely in Washington, DC and directed by Step Afrika!’s
artists, performances were staged at landmarks across our Nation’s Capital that included the
Black Lives Matter Plaza, the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial and the National Sylvan Theater on
the grounds of the Washington Monument. Each performance honored the rhythm, spirituality
and resistance of the African American community through dance and song. This celebration
premiered on June 19, 2020.

& Registrations: 1,497
¢ Unique Views: 21,104
& Peak Views: 2,027

The event was a successful fundraising effort, raising more than $60,000 in sponsorships and
$73,000 from a total of 388 individual donors.

Virtual Summer Steps with Step Afrika! Camp

In 2020, the Summer Steps with Step Afrika! camp went virtual with a culminating performance
that was streamed on Facebook and YouTube. The premiere was available for a limited time after
August 23.

Led by the award-winning and multi-talented Step Afrika! artists, the Summer Steps With Step
Afrika! camp (for students in rising grades 4-12) combined core Step Afrika! values of teamwork,
commitment, discipline and academic achievement with performance and artistic training.
Over 50 students participated.

Virtual Premiere of Stono

The second installment of Step Afrika!’s virtual performance series thematically revisited
the pursuit of freedom, while honoring the spirit of resistance and activism. The premiere of
Stono, a feature length performance and post-event panel, debuted on Facebook and YouTube.
Its relevance timely bridged issues regarding political protest and structural inequities that
dominate American conversations presently.

The performance portrayed the largest insurrection of enslaved Africans in North America,
which took place in South Carolina on September 9, 1739, on the banks of the Stono River.
Twenty Africans marched south toward a promised freedom in Spanish Florida, waving flags,
beating drums and shouting “Liberty.” Although the Stono Rebellion was suppressed, this event
in American history changed African American life and culture. When Africans lost the right to
use their drums through The Negro Act of 1740, they began to use their bodies as percussive
instruments in response. This act of survival and activism gave rise to some of the country’s
most distinctive art forms, including stepping.

¢ Registrations: 4,986
¢ Unique Views: 27,575
& Peak Views: 2,779

FY2021 & FY2022 Annual Report



Accomplishments & Impact

Step Afrika! Arts Education Programming

Step Afrika! engages youth through arts education programs in partnership with schools and
presenters across the globe. The introduction of our virtual/in-person hybrid program, Five Days
with Step Afrika! served more than 70,000 students in the 2020-2021 year, in 12 states across the
Country. Locations included: Cleveland, Ohio; Washington, DC; Fort Lauderdale, FL; Cincinnati,
OH; and Los Angeles, CA.

From the onset of the pandemic, Step Afrika! has connected with educators to explore inventive
learning modules to provide connectivity and community when it was needed the most.
Additional arts education programs are outlined below.
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Step Afrika!

STEP AFRIKA! READS is a performance designed to encourage young children of
all cultural and economic backgrounds to be active. It emphasizes the importance of
parents reading to their children on a daily basis. The 35-minute program is structured
for PreK-2nd grade students and combines reading, exercise and creative movement.

STEPPING WITH STEP AFRIKA! is a highly interactive 45-minute performance for K-12
students that highlights the rhythm, physicality and history of stepping, and culminates
inagroup activity to get students ontheir feet. The program introduces the ties between
stepping, college life and academic achievement while incorporating the concepts
of teamwork, discipline and commitment. Performers incorporate world traditions,
demonstrated through the lively South African gumboot dance. Students enjoy learning
basic step choreography and discover how dance brings people and cultures together.

STEP UP TO COLLEGE is a weekly residency program (in school or after school) for 4-12
grade students. The curriculum covers the history and meaning of step, preparation
for college life and simple health and fitness. Participating students receive an age-
appropriate activity journal that will supplement these in-class discussions.

STEP AFRIKA! MASTERCLASS is a 75-minute workshop catered for students who have
previous stepping/dance experience. One to two artists teach a maximum of twenty
students choreography that is appropriate for their skill level. A 15-minute talk back
concludes the session, where students can ask dancers about their experience as a
professional dancer, life on tour, greek and college life.

STEP AFRIKA! PERFORMANCE TRAINING is a masterclass that helps grade school
step teams prepare for an upcoming performance. Step Afrika! reviews choreography,
provides edits and trains students on performance elements such as stage presence,
precision, voice projection and staging.

LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS ON STEPPING is a presentation on the history and
development of stepping, including a historical timeline of the tradition.
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Accomplishments & Impact

“Mask It Up” Public Service Announcement [PSA)

Step Afrika! shared a responsibility to keep our community safe. In doing so, we created a PSA
that outlined the importance of wearing face covering and getting tested to reduce the spread
of COVID-19. The #MASKITUP PSA campaign garnered 23,505 views. #MaskltUp combines
the African American art form of stepping and Go-Go, the official music of Washington, DC
to amplify this critical public health message. Filmed in our hometown of Washington, DC the
video features our favorite landmarks including Chuck Brown Memorial Park in NE, the Atlas
Performing Arts Center in NE, the Big Chair in SE, the Wharf in SW and the legendary home of
the #DontMuteDC movement the Metro PCS Store on Florida and 7th Street NW.

In tandem with the PSA’s release, Step Afrika! distribution to over 1,000 personal protection
equipment (PPE) kits to individuals in Wards 5, 7 and 8 in Washington, DC. The #Maskitup
campaign was supported in part by the DC Mayor’s Office of Community Affairs.

VIRTUAL Step Afrika! Magical Musical Holiday Step Show

The Magical Musical Holiday Step Show streamed on Facebook and YouTube. It was recorded
live at the Hylton Performing Arts Center and made possible in part due to Step Afrika!’s Virtual
Artist-in-Residence with George Mason University’s College of Visual and Performing Arts. The
show was a fun and exciting experience for the entire family. Recognizing the challenges faced
by so many due to the pandemic, Step Afrika! offered the 2020 holiday show free of charge to
alleviate financial barriers.

& Registrations: 11,740
¢ Unique Views: 33,882
¢ Peak Views: 4,600

Virtual presentation, NO JUSTICE, NO PEAGE

No Justice, No Peace was inspired by the marches and protests in response to police brutality,
racial injustice and racially motivated violence against African Americans in the wake of the
tragic murder of George Floyd. This piece was filmed on Black Lives Matter Plaza in Washington,
D.C. Step Afrika! dedicated No Justice, No Peace to the work and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr, the thousands of Americans who marched with him throughout the Civil Rights Movement
and those who continue in his legacy. No Justice, No Peace premiered on Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube and Step Afrika!’s website.

Virtual Presidential Inaugural Celebration: We Are One

Step Afrika! performed at the historic inaugural celebration of President-elect Joe Biden and
Vice President-elect Kamala Harris for the We Are One virtual event “honoring America’s
diversity.” The event was hosted by Terrence J with special guest Stacey Abrams. To date the
virtual event has over 1,086,302 views.

FY2021 & FY2022 Annual Report



Accomplishments & Impact

G0 WEST a Virtual Excerpt from The Migration: Reflections on Jacob Lawrence

In celebration of Black History Month, Step Afrika! presented the virtual premiere of Go West,
the second of eight unique choreographic works that make up Step Afrika!’s critically-acclaimed
production of The Migration: Reflections on Jacob Lawrence. The virtual event premiered on
Facebook and YouTube with extended viewing through the end of February. First produced
in June, 2011, The Migration toured the United States in 2016-2018 including a sold-out Off-
Broadway run at the New Victory Theater.

FEBRUARY 2021

The Migration Series, by painter Jacob Lawrence, is a 60 panel painting series that depicts the
migration of thousands of African Americans from the rural South to the industrial cities of the
North between 1910-1930.

Howard University’s Virtual Charter Day Celebration

Step Afrika! joined Howard University’s annual Charter Day Celebration on March 6, 2021.
The annual celebration is the culminating event of a weekend dedicated to celebrating the
anniversary of the signing of the University’s charter by President Andrew Johnson on March 2,
1867. The event premiered on Facebook and YouTube with Cedric The Entertainer, Step Afrika!
and Matt the Violinist as featured performers. It premiered on Facebook and YouTube and was
available for a limited time.

Step Afrika! Presents FOUR WOMEN (Virtual)

In honor of Women’s History Month, Step Afrika! presented FOUR WOMEN, a four-part short
film series that brings the beauty and power of women center stage. The women of Step Afrika!
showcased their love for the art form of stepping and other movement practices to embody the
spirit of Women’s History Month.

MARCH 2021
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Virtual Step Xplosion

Step Afrika! and Strathmore presented Step Xplosion, featuring dynamic performances from
Step Afrika! and special guests, Dem Raider Boyz and Baltimore Beatboxer Black Root. Step
Xplosion, premiered on Facebook and YouTube and was available for extended viewing until
early May. Step Xplosion is a celebration of the art form of stepping, honoring its rich roots in
the African American fraternity and sorority experience, its presence in the daily lives of students
and the future. Step Xplosion was filmed on the Strathmore campus.

APRIL 2021

Step Xplosion is a celebration of the art form of stepping, honoring its rich roots in the African
American fraternity and sorority experience, its presence in the daily lives of students and the
future. Step Xplosion was filmed on the Strathmore campus.

Step Afrika!



Accomplishments & Impact

Step Afrika! Celebrates the Divine Nine (Virtual)

On the 91st anniversary of the National Pan Hellenic Council, Step Afrika! celebrated the Divine
Nine (Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
Inc., Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity
Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc., Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Inc. and lota Phi Theta Fraternity
Inc.). Stepping is an art form that was birthed, nurtured and preserved within the rich culture of
African American fraternities and sororities. Step Afrika! was honored to continue to share this
unique art form around the world. Since its premiere, the video has more than 2 million views.

TP
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Thank you to you

and your team on an
outstanding program
this morning. You can
really see how much
the kids enjoyed the
program.

(Downtown DG BID -Step Afrika! Reads, October 26, 2021) !_
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Accomplishments & Impact

FY22 Accum_plishments

August 1, 2021 to July 31, 2022

National Tour

Step Afrika! performed for more than 20,000 students at 31 U.S. Colleges, Universities and
Performing Arts Centers during its 2021/2022 tour seasons. Each performance promoted
stepping, the arts and a commitment to higher education.

National Tour

‘ The Drumfolk Tour

Step Afrika!







Accomplishments & Impact

Tour

Step Afrika!’s powerful work, Drumfolk, is inspired by the Stono Rebellion of 1739. Step
Afrika! blended songs, storytelling and dance to explore a little-known event in history that
transformed African American life and culture. When Africans lost the right to use theirdrums,
the beats found their way into the body of the people, the Drumfolk. New percussive forms
took root leading to the development of some of our country’s most distinct performance
traditions like ring shout, tap and stepping.

National tours of the Company’s productions of Drumfolk reached audiences across the
nation in lowa, Nebraska, North Carolina, South Carolina, Massachusetts, Virginia and
Arizona. Step Afrika! experienced a dramatic spike in audiences across the county with
an average of 700-800 people attending evening performances and approximately 2,500
youth attending student matinees.

DRUMFOLK PERFORMANGE
CENTERS

September 7-11: Hancher Auditorium
(lowa City, 1A)

September 13-17: Lied Center
(Lincoln, NE)

February 14-20: Blumenthal
Performing Arts
(Charlotte, NC)

March 3-4: Strathmore
(Bethesda, MD)

May 31-June 26: Arena Stage
(Washington, DC)

Step Afrika!




Accomplishments & Impact

Drumfolk

Step Afrika!’s local performance of Drumfolk at Arena Stage in June 2022, exceeded
expectations in ticket sales, attendance and positive critical/audience response for both
companies. The signature production was an incredibly successful launch to the Company’s
five-year partnership with Arena Stage with a 32-performance run, serving 13,034 DC
audience members.

DRUMFOLK
PRESS HIGHLIGHTS

“Good art entertains. It inspires. It
teaches. It transforms. It takes us to
another place. It makes us think. Great
art does all of those things at once,
and Drumfolk, the latest polyrhythmic
percussive dance production by Step
Afrika! is unquestionably great art...
Drumfolk is a feast for all of the senses.”
- Ken Kemp, Broadway World

“..poetic, choreographically rich”
— Sarah L. Kaufman, Washington Post

FY2021 & FY2022 Annual Report 25
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International Tour

Step Afrika! serves as Washington D.C’s official cultural ambassador, representing the
United States and introducing the tradition of stepping to international audiences at
performances, festivals and cultural exchange programs around the world. Throughout this
tour, Step Afrika!’s international artists engaged approximately 5,000 children and adults
with performances, workshops and master classes worldwide. Last season, Step Afrika! had
the following international engagements:

World Expo in Dubai

Step Afrika! had the honor of opening
the U.S. Pavilion at the World Expo in
Dubai (United Arab Emirates). It was the
Company’s first time attending the World
Expo.

OCTOBER 2021

Step Afrika! Tour of Poland

Step Afrika! traveled to Poland for a 10-day
international engagement immediately
following their domestic tour.
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Step Afrika! Slovenia and Poland Tour

Step Afrika! headed to Slovenia for a
third time, performing at one of Europe’s
largest arts festival and serving young
students across the country before
heading to Warsaw, Poland to host
the Company’s popular International
Youth Exchange Program for Polish and
Ukrainian high school students.

Step Afrika!

JUNE 29-JULY 17 2022




Accomplishments & Impact

Magical Musical Holiday Step Show

In 2021, Step Afrika!’s Magical Musical Holiday Step Show returned with live performances at
the Atlas Performing Arts Center. The dynamic artists of Step Afrika! and their friends Polo,
Pinky, Popper and DJ Frosty the Snowman enchanted audience members with an energetic
and festive performance.

Audience members — young and old alike — joined the artists on stage for the popular Frosty
Shuffle and for tree decorating during the show’s conclusion, Home for the Holidays. A total
of 7,915 tickets were sold across 12 performances for this nearly sold-out show.

STEP AFRIKA!'S MAGICAL
MUSICAL HOLIDAY STEP SHOW:
AUDIENCE RESPONSE

“It was the perfect balance of splendid
step dancing and holiday fun.”

“All three generations loved it. We
attended twice. The kids loved the
instrument making, the 40-year-olds
loved the music, the seniors loved the
energy and we all completely loved the
performances.”

“The cast was very high energy and took
the time to engage with the audience
during and after the performance.
My 7-year-old son had his “favorites™
and talked about the show for days
after. Great job! It will be a new holiday
tradition for us.”

“Performers were amazing. Very
engaging in every respect. Loved it! We
saw The Migration last year and decided
to come to this show because we loved
that show so much.”
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Tom McClure [Geneva Concerts - Stepping with Step Afrika!, October 28, 2021)
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August 1. 2020 - July 31, 2021

FY21
REVENUE

FY21
EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES:

$1,422,422

TOTAL REVENUE:
$2,992,440

B Contributions, Gifts and Grant Income: $2,220,130 - 74%
B Performance Income: $631,341 - 21%

Other Income: $140,969 - 5%

TOTAL REVENUE: $2,992,440

B Program Services: $1,257,767 - 88%
B Management and General: $161,213 - 11%
Fundraising: $3,442 - 0.2%

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,422,422

NET OPERATING REVENUE: $1,570,018

$0 $ 500,000

Step Afrika!

$1,000,000

$1,500,000 $2,000,000 $2,500,000 $3,000,000



FY2022 Financials

FY2?
REVENUE

FY2?
EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES:

$2,484,851

TOTAL REVENUE:
$3,530,288

B Contributions, Gifts and Grant Income: $2,306,594 - 65%
B Performance Income: $1,013,787 — 29%

Other Income: $209,907 - 6%

TOTAL REVENUE: $3,530,288

B Program Services: $1,926,148 — 77%
B Management and General: $445,058 - 18%
Fundraising: $113,645 - 5%

TOTAL EXPENSES: $2,484,851

NET OPERATING REVENUE: $1,045,437

$0 $ 500,000 $1,000,000

$1,500,000 $2,000,000 $2,500,000 $3,000,000 $3,500,000
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Donor Acknowledgements

Step Afrika! would like to thank all of our partners
and donors, including those who wish to remain
anonymous. Their support and generosity
enables usto continue toinvestin our community
both domestically and internationally. This list
recognizes donors from FY21 (August 1, 2020 -
July 31, 2021) & FY22 (August 1, 2021 — July 31,
2022). Our Board of Directors are designated with
an asterisk. Thank you again for your support.

Step Afrika! receives funding from the National
Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs program and
the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts. Step Afrika!
is also supported through the Comprehensive
Organizational Health Initiative (COHI) |
Managing Organizational Vitality and Endurance,
a program of The International Association of
Blacks in Dance (IABD) in partnership with the
Nonprofit Finance Fund with support from The
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Step Afrika!




$50,000 and above

DC Commission on the Arts
and Humanities

Events DC

Mayor’s Office of
Community Affairs

National Capital Arts and
Cultural Affairs program
and the U.S. Commission
of Fine Arts

The International Association
of Blacks in Dance, Inc.

U.S. Small Business
Administration

$15,000 to 549,999

Abbvie
Bank of America
Eugene M. Lang Foundation

Greater Washington
Community Foundation

Mid Atlantic Arts
Foundation

Morris and Gwendolyn
Cafritz Foundation

Pepco, an Exelon Company
Share Fund

The Howell Foundation*

$9,000 to 914,999

AARP

Beverly Jean Burke*
Boeing

Capital One

Corina Higginson Trust
Daimler

Dallas Morse Coors
Foundation for the
Performing Arts

DC Lottery
DC Water

Fort Lincoln New Town
Corporation

Natasha Watkins*
The Menkiti Group*

The Nora Roberts
Foundation

*Board of Directors

FY21 Donors

The Spera Group Sotheby’s
International Realty*

The Venable Foundation
Troy L. Patterson*

United Way of the National
Capital Region

Verizon

Washington Gas

92,500 to 54,999

Ben’s Chili Bowl Foundation
Brady Birdsong*
C. Brian Williams*

Capitol Hill Community
Foundation

Downtown Business
Improvement District

John W. Hill*
Katherine Kane

Latino Economic
Development Corporation
of Washington, DC

Phillip Randall

91,000 to 92,499

Angela Wiggins

Ann Belkov*

Atty. Connie B. Williams
Christopher Montgomery*
City First Bank of DC
Corey Griffin

Dimick Foundation

Dr. Jacqueline Francis, MD
Ed and Ann Lorson
Freddie Mac

Jeffery Kennerly and
Erica Green*

Jendayi E. Frazer
John Davis

Kaiti Saunders and
Rob Colenso

Kay Kendall and Jack Davies
Kebharu and Mignon Smith*
Kym Taylor*

Lynn Arnaiz and David Watts
Maria Aguilar

Mayor Bowser Constituent
Service Fund

Melanie Trottman*

Naomi and Teddy Drew Gill
Neil Albert

Patricia Williams

Ran Borgersen*

Reginald Brown and
Tiffeny Sanchez

Sean J. Mclntosh and
Alandra N. Ellington-
Mclntosh

Stefanie J. Reiser
The Kennedy Center

Tom Mounteer and
Bobby Zeliger

Vanguard
Wilmer Hale LLP
Yvette Murphy Aidara

9900 to 9999

Andrew Clarke and
Chip Sherrill

Brian McCollum
Christie Johnson
Cisselon Nichols Hurd
Constance Povich

Cristal Baron and
Carey McKenzie

Delta Sigma Theta DC
Alum Foundation

Emmy Shacter
Felicia Sanders

Linda Baum and
Leland Powell

Linda Thomas-Greenfield
Mandie Aubrey

Maria Corrales

Martin Skea

Michael Deal

Richard Gardner and
Sheila Gardner

Tamarie Watson
Teresa Washington, Ph.D.
Tyra Mariani

9230 to 9498

Alexia Peebles

Alix Burns

Angela Pratt

Anita Laury

Annie Goshay
Bernadette Duffy
Claudia J. Morris

David Canada*

Debbie M. Jackson

Dr. Aisha Lord Ryan
George B. Walker Jr.
Harriet Moncure Fellows
Jacquelyn Alton

Janis Reed and Jack Requa
Jesse Barba

Judith Bunnell and
Joseph Olchefske

Karen Facen

Katherine and Alexander
Macleod

Kimberly Katzenbarger
Latrena Owens
Laura W. Muhammad

Leadership Greater
Washington

Leah Kaplan
Leanna Beaber

Leila and Benjamin
Fitzpatrick

Linnea Hegarty
Lorraine Greeen
Microsoft

N. Elois Burrell Frederick
Renee Kurimski Favo
Robert Kapp

Rose Ann Cleveland
Sandra Moscoso
Scott Kenison

Tanya & Jay Emmanuel
The D.E. Shaw Group
The Nicholson Project
Trista Wagoner

Virginia Maynard
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Donor Acknowledgements

Warren Williams
Wendy and Ralph Carter

$100 to $249

Allen Orr
Amanda Boyd

Amber Cabral, Chair
Brown Girls Do Ballet

Amy Fitzgibbons
Andrea LaRue
Andrew Clarke

Anna Greene Dell’Era
Anna Jacobs

Anne J. Colligan
Anne Stauffer

Anuja Dass

Audra Marshall

Aviva Rosenthal
Barbara Lang
Barbara Wells
Benjamin M. Soto
Bernice K. Mclintyre
Betty Scott

Bonnie Pabon
Brandon and Janine Slade
Brittney Robinson
Candice Bryant
Candise Holmes

Carissa and Rouse Barker

Carla Jackson

Carla Perlo and
Richard Pilkinton

Carolyn & Jeff Serfass
Carolyn Ellington
Carolyn W Gullatt

Catherine Blair

Cecelia Cooper-Nelson

Celestine Hinnant
Charellise Coleman
Chase Rynd

Cheryl Taylor
Cheryl Walters
Claudia Lamphere
Clayton Salter
Corliss V. Adams
Cristi Benefield
Crystal Derrick
Curtis B. Shearin
Daniell Griffin
David C. Bowers
Deon Woods Bell
Destination DC
Doris Newton
Dorothy McSweeny
Dwight Franklin
Eisa Ulen Richardson
Elena Bell

Elizabeth Prince

Ellen Weiss

Elliott Crigger

Emily Roderer

Eve Henderson

Exelon

Felicia Allen

Floyd and Sandra Mills
Gayle C. Rankine
Harvey R. Yancey
Heather McPhail

Heide Clark

Heidi Onkst

Henri Elliott-Cooper
Holly Johnson

Irving Williams
Jacabed Rodriguez-Coss
Jack and Jill of America
Jacqueline M. Baker
Janet Hailes

Janusz Sulanowski
Jaret Riddick

Jati and Schwanda Lindsay
Jean Thomas

Jennifer A. Kelly

Jessica Kronstadt and
Patrick Moulding

Jill Spiker
JoAnn Kester
Jose and Audrey Albertini

Judith Bunnell

Julia Harman Cain
Julie Furt

Justin L. Hill

Karen H. Johnson
Karen Proudford
Karine Smith
Kathaleen F. Hempstone
Kathleen Vijh
Kathryn A Makos
Kathryn JohnBull
Kathryn Sheehan
Kelly Starnes

Kenna Baudin

Kevin and Julie Meredith
Kiersten Walker

Kim Alton-Calhoun
Kimberly A. O’Neill
Kimberly Williams
Kupenda I. Olusegun
L.Marie Wills

Latoya Edwards and
Walter Johnson

Laura Douglas

Laura Hamilton
Laura W. Muhammad
Laura Wilson

Lauren Watkins

Leila A. Young Smith




Lekisha Daniel-Robinson
Leslie Lewis

Levi and Alesha Holliday
Lia Dorsey

Linda Coleman

Linda Klieger Stillman
Linda Michel

Lisa Alexander

Lisa M. Ong

Lori Krishnan

Lori Wilkerson

Louise Bickman

Louise Forte

Manon Prevost-Mullane
Marilyn S. Rouvelas
Marlene Kelley

Mary Jo Garrett

Mary Pat Dean

Maureen Page

Maurice Scott

Meghan Duffy

Melissa Rhodes

Melissa Wiley

Melody Johnson
Morales, Ph.D.

Meredith Benedict

Michael and Elizabeth Foley

Michael Bittrick
Michael Green
Michael Rosenberg

Michael Rosenberg and
Patricia Germann

Michelle S. Jacobs
Minnettia Durant
Monet Stanford
Nadia Garnett
Nancy Wolcott
Nelly Feze
Network for Good
Nicole Boynes
Nneka Ukpai
Norma Wilson
Nyerere Billups
Patricia Schechter
Patrick Moulding and

*Board of Directors

Jessica Kronstadt
Paula LimaJdones
Peggy O’Brien
Persis Levy

Positive Pat Thomas
Rachel Mumford
Rebecca Wagner
Regina Porter (Rudolph)
Rhonda Elizabeth
Ruth Butler

Sandra Boots
Sandra Gaston
Scott Stroud

Shannan E. Johnson
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Shannon Fischer
Shannon Ryan

Sharee Lawler

Shawn Jackson
Shayla Weatherby
Sheri Frierson-Chenier
Shiron Gaines
Stephen Powell

Steve and Kym Taylor*
Sue Keith Elverston
Susan and Sig Cohen
Susan Fetter

Susan Strauss

Sylvan Alleyne

Donor Acknowledgements

Tanille Edwards
Terri Wiggins
Theresa Robinson
Thomara Speight
Tijuanna Knox
Tuere Anne Marshall
Will Stephens and Trina Dutta
William Ferrell
Wydell Williams
Yvonne Wade

Zack Ramadan
Zakkiyyah White




$50,000 and above

DC Commission on the Arts
and Humanities

Ethel Kaye Lee
Exelon

National Capital Arts and
Cultural Affairs program
and the U.S. Commission
of Fine Arts

$15,000 to 549,999

Arts Forward Fund
Bank of America

DC Housing and
Finance Agency

Eugene M. Lang Foundation

International Association
of Blacks in Dance

Kevin McAllister

Morris and Gwendolyn
Cafritz Foundation

Octane PR
Pepco, an Exelon Company

Reginald Brown and
Tiffeny Sanchez

Share Fund

$9,000 to 914,999

Allan Smith Jr. and
Marija Zivanovic-Smith

Amazon

Angel Brunner

Ann Belkov and Jerry Lewis*
AT&T

Beverly J. Burke*

Boeing

Brady Birdsong*

C. Brian Williams*

Corina Higginson Trust
CoStar Group

Dallas Morse Coors
Foundation for the
Performing Arts

Darryl Wiggins
Events DC

Fort Lincoln New Town

Step Afrika!

FY22 Donors

Corporation

Ideal Electrical Supply
Corporation

Jeffery D. Kennerly and
Erica A. Green*

John W. Hill*
Katherine Kane
Kym Taylor
Latrena Owens

Mayor Bowser Constituent
Service Fund

Mid Atlantic Arts
Foundation

Sodexo
The Menkiti Group*

The Spera Group at TTR
Sotheby’s International
Realty*

Troy L. Patterson*

United Way of the National
Capital Region

Venable Foundation
Verizon
Walmart

Washington Gas

92,500 to 54,999

Abbvie

Akievia Hickman
Alexander Tatem

Ben’s Chili Bowl Foundation
Christopher Montgomery*
Conrad Woody

DC Water

Dr. Jacqueline Francis, MD
Dy Brown

Freddie Mac

Glenn E. Singleton

Jordan Spry

Melanie Trottman*

Natasha Watkins and
Dr. Benjamin Watkins I11*

Ran Borgersen*

91,000 to 52,498

Andrew and Heather
Florance

Andrew Clarke
Anesia Sandifer

Anne Stauffer and
Norton Francis

Brandy Butler
City First Bank

Council Member Todd
M. Turner

Dantes Partners

David and Monique Canada*
David C. Bowers

David Watts and Lynn Arnaiz
Dimick Foundation

Glenn Singleton

Holly Tomlin

Janel Merritt

John Davis

Kayshon Hawkins

Kebharu and Mignon Smith*
Kendall Thomas

Lamont Akins

Mark Raaberg

Neil Albert

Pelham Warner

Phillip Randall

Phyllis Thomas-Dykes
Ramon and Erica Richards
Reggie Van Lee

Sean J. MclIntosh and
Alandra N. Ellington-
Mclntosh

Sonja M. Foggie

State Farm

Stefanie J. Reiser

The Oliver Family Gift Fund
Thomas Coneeney

Tito’s Vodka

Vanguard

William and Daphne Jarvis
Yvette Murphy Aidara

9300 to 5999

Alexandra Burns
Alison Ritz

Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield

Andrea Haynes Johnson
Angie Fox
Bart and Catherine Barre

Byron McClure - Anacostia
High School - Arts
Education Program

Charles Jean-Pierre
Comcast

Cristal Baron

Dawn C. Jones

Debbie Jackson
Derrick Adams

Dr. Jaret C. Riddick

Dr. Lauren P. Davidson
Gerald Kunde
Jacquelyn Glover
James Moore

Janis Reed and Jack Requa
Kim and Anthony Goins
Kyle and Jess Lehman
Louise B. Lloyd

Melody Smith

Nassirou and Michelle
Johnson Tidjani

Odgers Berndtson
PARTI Program
Ramon Richards
Richard Gardner
Robert Warnsley
Shirley Rivens Smith
Sophia C. McCallister
Tanisha A. James
Tyra A. Mariani

*Board of Directors



$250 to $499

Angela Pratt
Brinille E. Ellis
Brooke Gregory
Cathy Van Way
Cheryl Anne Boyce
Danielle Toaltoan
Dr. Aisha Lord Ryan

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin
O. Watkins I11*

Elizabeth Rigby
George B. Walker Jr.
Gretchen Wharton
Heather Willis
Janet Perkins
Jerome S. Paige
Jillian Rose

John P. Card

Joseph and Merna
Guttentag Fund

Kelby Edwards

Leila and Ben Fitzpatrick
Mark Browning

Melvin Jackson

Michelle Miller-Morial
Microsoft

Monica Davis

Rev. Brian Keith McCollum

*Board of Directors

Robert H. Kapp
Rose Ann Cleveland
Ryan Jones
Shannan E. Johnson
The Bizzell Group
The Holemans

Turnipseed Law, LLC

9100 to $249

Althea Evans
Barbara B. Lang
Belinda Matingou
Bowen Family
Brandi R. Doswell
Brenda Bethea
Brenna Leahy

Brian McCollum
Bridget Walsh
Carlton Griffin
Christopher Padilla
Cima Ali

Clarence Fluker
Colette Pierce Burnette
Danielle Turnipseed
Daven Basra

David Davidson
Debora Caruth

Devorah Ann Danielson

Donor Acknowledgements

Dionna Maria Lewis

Dr. Marlene N. Kelley, MD
Dr. Michelle L. Craig, MD
Elaina Hershowitz

Gloria D. Allen

Heather Ness

Jamal Middlebrooks
Janine Smith

Jean, Leslie and Dimitri
Dorsinville

Jeff Werner
Jeremy Butler
John Jones
Jonathan Williams

Judy G. Honig and
Stephen Robb

Julie Herwig

Julie Khani

Kevin and Julie Meredith
Kristine Mays

LaTonya E. Clark

Lauren Van Wazer
Leandre M. John

Lia Dorsey

Lindsay Adams

Lis Bass

Marla Blow
Maurice A. Scott
Mehari Sequar

Michael and Elizabeth Foley
Michael Bittrick

Michelle Jacobs

Monica Almond

N. Elois Burrell Frederick
Patricia Lowe-Gould
Rajdeep Singh

Raymond Neal

Richard Beavers Gallery
Sandra Boots

Sandra Gaston

Sharee Lawler

Spencer D. Pogue
Stephanie Gore

Stephen Riddick

Susan and Lewis Steinberg
Tanya T. Swift

The Higbee Family

The Lord Family Giving Fund

Three’s a Crowd | Reonna
Johnson

Tisha Hyter
Vernon Lee
Warren Williams
Wendy P. Sussman

Xi Zeta Omega Chapter,
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated

Yolanda Strader







| just wanted to send you and the performers
a huge thank you. You all were just awesome.
Our kids will never forget their experience and
they learned so much ahout your organization
and the many opportunities that your
performers are afforded around the world. Our
moms just can't stop talking about it. I'm sure
we will be back for many years to come.

Shadey Brown (Jack and Jill of America, Inc. - Workshop, October 16, 2021)
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