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ARTISTIC TEAM

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for joining the culminating
performance of Summer Steps with Step Afrika! 

Step Afrika! created this unique summer camp
dedicated to the art form of stepping more than 15 years
ago, and I am thrilled to see the next generation
embrace this beloved tradition and carry it to even
higher heights. Summer Steps with Step Afrika! would
not be possible without the support of parents, the
outstanding Step Afrika! Board of Directors, and our
extraordinarily generous funders and sponsors. A
heartfelt thank-you goes to Arena Stage for providing
this beautiful space for our flagship arts education
program.

Special thanks to Artis Olds, Step Afrika!’s Director of
Arts Education and Community Programs, and Joe
Murchison, Summer Steps Project Manager, for their
outstanding leadership and management of this camp.
Along with the talented artists of Step Afrika!, they
have worked tirelessly to ensure that your children have
an incredible time at camp. 

This evening’s performance also kicks off the second half
of Step Afrika!’s 30th Anniversary Season. I invite you
to explore our history at timeline.stepafrika.org and
pizza

F O U N D E R ' S  W E L C O M E



mark your calendars for Step Afrika!’s Magical
Musical Holiday Step Show returning December 13,
2024 to Arena Stage.  

Thanks again for your energy and joy for tonight’s
brilliant, young steppers! It is truly an honor to continue
to celebrate 30 years of serving Washington, D.C., and
the world. 

Sincerely, 

C. Brian Williams

TIMELINE

https://timeline.stepafrika.org/


T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R

Thank you to the following 30th Anniversary Gala donors
for providing scholarships to Summer Steps with
Step Afrika! 2024:

Alicia Batts
Rodney Bowman
Reg Brown & Tiffeny Sanchez 
Sir'Twon Brown & Timothy Wilson
Joi & Colin Brown
Stacy Burnette
Jackie & Paolo Castro-Rodriguez,
    & Maria Rodriguez-Coss
Jennifer Clarke
Kameron Coefield
Scott Commerson
Lushae Cook
Clay & Dwana Dixon
Marie Sylla Dixon
Ronnyka Fitzpatrick
Stephanie Gardner
Jovan Hackley
Catherine Hogan
Debbi Jarvis
Anthony Jones
Robin Leeds

Tuere Anne Marshall
Beth Niblock
Kimberly Robinson
Mignon & Kebharu Smith
Sheila Stewart
Maria & Dr. William Strudwick
Ambassador Linda
     Thomas-Greenfield
Natasha Thompson
Ashley Adams Winkfield

S U M M E R  S T E P S  D O N O R S !



ARTISTIC TEAM

WELCOME

UNITY STROLL

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY STEP AFRIKA! 

TEAM PERFORMANCES

   YELLOW TEAM  
   "THUNDERBOLTZ"

   BLUE TEAM
   "ICE BREAKERS"

   RED TEAM
   "CODE RED"

   GREEN TEAM
   "DMV EARTH BENDERS"

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY DEM RAIDER BOYZ

SUMMER STEPS UNITY STEP

R U N  O F  S H O W



STEP AFRIKA!'S
MAGICAL MUSICAL 
HOLIDAY STEP SHOW

USE THE CODE “HOLIDAY” FOR
EARLY ACCESS TO 

RETURNING TO ARENA STAGE DECEMBER 13 – 22, 2024!

https://tickets.arenastage.org/events/36276?utm_source=tyfc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=the_migration&utm_content=8.7.24_-__migration_tyfc_follow_up&promoApplied=true


ARTISTIC TEAM

MEET THE TEAMS
YELLOW TEAM

BLUE TEAM

TEAM: 
THUNDERBOLTZ

STEP AFRIKA!
ARTISTS:
NYA CHRISTIAN
TERRENCE JOHNSON
NA'IMAH RAY
JOSEPH VASQUEZ 

TEACHING
ASSISTANT:
BRETT TAYLOR

TEAM:
ICE BREAKERS

STEP AFRIKA!
ARTISTS:

KENNETH ALEXANDER
JEROD COLEMAN

ERICKA STILL

TEACHING
ASSISTANT:

FERNANDO CRUZ



ARTISTIC TEAM

MEET THE TEAMS
RED TEAM

GREEN TEAM

TEAM: 
CODE RED

STEP AFRIKA!
ARTISTS:
NEPRI JAMES
VALENCIA SPRINGER
PELHAM WARNER JR.

TEACHING
ASSISTANT:
GRAYSON HOUGH

TEAM: 
DMV EARTH BENDERS 

STEP AFRIKA!
ARTISTS:

ARIEL DYKES
CONRAD R. KELLY II
ROBERT WARNSLEY

TEACHING
ASSISTANT:

ESONG AYOMPE



MEET THE TEAMS
THE FUN CREWSTEP AFRIKA!

ARTISTS:
KEOMI GIVENS JR.
KAMALA HARGROVE
ISAIAH O'CONNOR
BRIE TURNER

THE VOTES ARE IN!
BEST SUMMER CAMP

FINALIST FOR 2023 AND 2024



Dem Raider BoysDem Raider Boys
Step SquadStep Squad

BRETT TAYLOR, YELLOW TEAM 
FERNANDO CRUZ, BLUE TEAM 

GRAYSON HOUGH, RED TEAM 
ESONG AYOMPE, GREEN TEAM 

L E T ' S  H E A R  I T  F O R  O U R
T E A C H I N G  A S S I S T A N T S  F R O M



M E E T  T H E  S T E P  A F R I K A !  T E A M
C. Brian Williams, Founder & Executive Producer  
Lamar Lovelace, Executive Director   
Mfoniso Akpan, Artistic Director  
Conrad R. Kelly II, Assistant Artistic Director
Artis J. Olds, Director, Arts Education
Margo Cunningham, Marketing Manager  
Pascha Barnwell, Company Manager

Conrad Woody, Chair
Kym Taylor, Vice-Chair
Natasha Watkins, Secretary
Jeffery D. Kennerly, Treasurer
C. Brian Williams, Founder

Lamont Akins
Ann Belkov
Dyonicia “Dy” Brown
David Canada
John W. Hill
Janel Merritt

Christopher Montgomery
Troy Patterson
Glenn Eric Singleton
Kebharu Smith
Brandon Todd
Melanie Trottman

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SUMMER STEPS LEADERSHIP
Artis J. Olds, Director
Joe Murchison, Project Manager
Jeeda Barrington, DJ Extraordinaire
Jared White, Program Support



ARTISTIC TEAM

M E E T  T H E  S T E P  A F R I K A !  A R T I S T S

JEROD NYA ALEX ARIEL

KEOMI KAMALA NEPRI TERRENCE

ISAIAH NA’IMAH VALENCIA ERICKA

BRIE JOSEPH PELHAM ROBERT

CONRAD

Assistant
Artistic Director



B E H I N D  T H E
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Supporters and Friends,

We are thrilled to share the success of Summer Steps
with Step Afrika!. This week, our Yellow, Blue, Red, and
Green teams discovered stepping as both an artform
and a tool for growth and unity. Through intensive
training and workshops, youth from Washington DC,
Maryland, and Virginia, demonstrate the transformative
power of the arts and the devotion of Step Afrika!'s
world-class performers.

We're proud to be finalists for "Best Summer Camp
2024" by Washington City Paper, recognizing our small
but mighty team's dedication and passion.

Your support helps us continue the legacy of the
tradition of stepping, paving the way for young people
to embody Step Afrika!’s core principles of Teamwork,
Commitment, and Discipline!

Sincerely,

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E
S U M M E R  S T E P S  L E A D E R S H I P

Artis J. Olds
Director, Arts Education
& Community Programs

Joe Murchison
Summer Steps Project Manager



Connect with us! #StepAfrika       
    @StepAfrikaHQ 
    @StepAfrika1994
    @StepAfrika
    @StepAfrika   
www.stepafrika.org  

Stay in touch! Subscribe to
Step Afrika!’s Mailing List 

https://x.com/StepAfrikaHQ
https://www.youtube.com/@StepAfrika/featured
https://www.instagram.com/stepafrika/
https://www.facebook.com/StepAfrika1994
https://x.com/StepAfrikaHQ
https://www.facebook.com/StepAfrika1994
https://www.instagram.com/stepafrika/
https://www.youtube.com/@StepAfrika/featured
https://www.stepafrika.org/get-updates/
https://www.stepafrika.org/get-updates/

